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Mount Carmel Grove City says Legionnaires’ outbreak result of
improperly disinfected hot water system

The legionella outbreak at Mount Carmel Grove City has been linked to the hospital’s hot water
system that was not adequately disinfected prior to the opening of the hospital, hospital of�cials said
Thursday.

by: NBC4 Staff
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Tests received this week from water samples showed signi�cant legionella bacteria in the hospital’s
hot water system, according to Sean McKibben, president, Mount Carmel Health System.

“As an organization working toward high-reliability, we expect more from ourselves, and we hold
ourselves accountable,” McKibben said Thursday. “There is nothing more important to us than the
safety of our patients and colleagues. Every day we are trusted with people’s lives and we take that
responsibility seriously. We are implementing a long-term solution to ensure legionella is effectively
controlled and that this doesn’t happen again.”

On May 31, hospital and health of�cials noti�ed the public of a Legionnaires’ disease outbreak at the
hospital, McKibben said.

The total number of Mount Carmel Grove City patients infected with Legionnaires’ Disease remains
at 16, according to Franklin County Public Health.

Mount Carmel of�cials say they sought help from, Tim Keane, an internationally known legionella
expert, and immediately began steps to protect patients, staff and visitors after the outbreak began.

“Today, measures are in place to ensure that water is safe, and we want to share what we know at
this point about the source of bacteria, background on timing and what we are doing,” McKibben
said.

Lawyer Gordon Evans with The Donahey Law �rm, who represents the family of Deanna Rezes, who
is the only person who died from Legionnaires’ disease.  

“Our investigation basically con�rmed what they admitted to today. That the lines were chlorinated
and disinfected in February, but not re-disinfected prior to their of�cial opening in April,” Gordon
said.

Gordon said he applauds Mount Carmel’s effort to inform the public about the outbreak.

“The fact that they let this occur in the �rst place and how they let this slip through the cracks as a
patient-centered hospital system as they claim to be is pretty unfathomable,” Gordon said.

McKibben said they have made or have plans to make the following changes:

Efforts to disinfect Mount Carmel Grove City’s water system:

Installed a permanent supplemental disinfection system—with 24/7 monitoring and controls—
which continuously adds chloramine to the water supply on June 11.

Once continuous extensive testing is complete, the temporary �lters will be removed.
Updated protocol that every patient room (occupied and unoccupied) will be �ushed daily.
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Actions in process include:

Enhancing safety measures.
Disinfected and cleaned cooling tower, along with upgrading disinfection controller.

Copyright 2019 Nexstar Broadcasting, Inc. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten, or redistributed.
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FRIDAY FREEBIES: Great Father’s Day deals in central Ohio
by NBC4 Staff / Jun 14, 2019

Read the Full Article 

Father's Day is on Sunday.

Plan ahead and treat your father and grandfather to breakfast, lunch and dinner at their favorite
restaurant in central Ohio.
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More patients diagnosed amid Legionnaires’ outbreak connected to Ohio hospital

Ohio hospital reports patient death amid Legionnaires outbreak

7 patients at new Ohio hospital diagnosed with Legionnaires’

Additional patients diagnosed amid Legionnaires’
outbreak in Ohio
POSTED 5:01 AM, JUNE 11, 2019, BY ASSOCIATED PRESS

GROVE CITY, Ohio — Health of�cials in Ohio say 15 people have now been diagnosed with Legionnaires’
disease amid an outbreak at a recently opened hospital near Columbus.

Franklin County’s health department said Monday that’s up from 13 last week.

Mount Carmel Health System says the hospital is working with health of�cials to identify the source of the
bacteria at Mount Carmel Grove City.

State health of�cials say the �rst patient diagnosed with Legionnaires’ was admitted to the hospital on
April 29, the day after it opened.

The Mount Carmel system has been under scrutiny after discovering a doctor had prescribed excessive
doses of painkillers to patients who died at its other hospitals.

That doctor pleaded not guilty Wednesday after being charged with 25 counts of murder.
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Additional patients diagnosed amid
Legionnaires' outbreak

By - Associated Press - Wednesday, June 5, 2019

GROVE CITY, Ohio (AP) - Health o�cials in Ohio say 13 people have now

been diagnosed with Legionnaires’ disease amid an outbreak at a recently

opened hospital near Columbus.

Franklin County’s health department said Wednesday that’s up from 10 a

day earlier. One of those patients died Sunday.

Mount Carmel Health System says the hospital is working with health

o�cials to identify the source of the bacteria at Mount Carmel Grove City.

State health o�cials say the �rst patient diagnosed with Legionnaires’ was

admitted to the hospital on April 29, the day after it opened.

The Mount Carmel system has been under scrutiny after discovering a

doctor had prescribed excessive doses of painkillers to patients who died at

its other hospitals.
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That doctor pleaded not guilty Wednesday after being charged with 25

counts of murder.

Copyright © 2019 The Washington Times, LLC.

The Washington Times Comment Policy

The Washington Times welcomes your comments on Spot.im, our third-party provider.
Please read our Comment Policy before commenting.

Popular in the Community

Spec Ops Lawyer

7h

What a coincidence

RedPlane

2d

There is only one way

NANCY PELOSI DOESN’T
WANT DONALD TRUMP…

CHRISTOPHER WRAY, FBI
DIRECTOR, FIGHTS TO…

READ MORE

  00:18 / 00:30

Jay Inslee says DNC rejected his idea for
climate change-only debate

Sponsored

javascript:void(0)
https://www.washingtontimes.com/comment-policy/
https://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2019/jun/5/nancy-pelosi-doesnt-want-donald-trump-impeached-i-/?utm_source=spotim&utm_medium=spotim_recirculation
https://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2019/jun/3/christopher-wray-fbi-director-fights-restore-confi/?utm_source=spotim&utm_medium=spotim_recirculation


By Megan Henry 
The Columbus Dispatch 
Posted Jun 2, 2019 at 9:39 PM
Updated at 6:34 AM

A patient died Sunday after an outbreak of Legionnaires’ disease at the new
Mount Carmel Grove City hospital.

“My entire team and I are deeply saddened by the death announced tonight by
Mount Carmel Grove City, and our thoughts and prayers go out to the family,”
Ohio Department of Health Director Amy Acton said in a news release.

“We share concern for all impacted by this outbreak. The Ohio Department of
Health continues to work closely with Franklin County Public Health and the
Mount Carmel (Health) System as we work to ensure patient safety.”

Get the news delivered to your inbox: Sign up for our
morning, afternoon and evening newsletters
Seven patients have been diagnosed with the disease. The patient in the first case
stayed at the new $361 million hospital from April 29 through May 7, and five
other patients who contracted the disease stayed sometime between May 8 and
May 20. The seventh case was identified late Friday.

The hospital has not identified the patient who died.

“Out of respect for the family’s privacy and in keeping with patient privacy laws,
we are not discussing the specifics and complexities of patient information,” said
Dr. Richard Streck, chief clinical operations officer for the Mount Carmel Health
System, in a news release. “We can say that it’s too early to determine the final
cause of death. For most people, the risk of developing Legionnaires’ disease is
low; however, individuals with chronic, underlying medical conditions are at
increased risk.”

Mount Carmel con�rms 1 death after outbreak

of Legionnaires’ disease
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Streck said the hospital is “working with county and state health officials to
identify the source of the bacteria. We’ve taken several steps to protect our
patients, staff and visitors, including implementing extensive water restrictions.
We are running additional tests on water sources throughout Mount Carmel
Grove City, and our entire water supply is undergoing supplemental
disinfection. We’re confident that we can safely maintain full services of the
hospital.”

Streck advised anyone who has been hospitalized and developed a cough, muscle
aches, headaches, a fever or shortness of breath to contact their primary care
physician.

Legionnaires’ disease kills about 10% of those diagnosed in the general
population, but that rate can rise to 1 in 4 people when the outbreak is at a
nursing home or hospital.

Legionella bacteria can be found naturally in water but can become a health
concern by spreading into building water systems and places such as shower
stalls, faucets and drinking fountains.

Outbreaks most commonly occur in buildings with “complex water systems,”
including hotels, hospitals and cruise ships, where bacteria can spread in cooling
towers, hot water tanks and plumbing systems, according to the federal Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention.
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